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News

Dear all,

The children returned after the bank holiday weekend full of news of their experiences of the Coronation. Most from the media
coverage but some who had been in London. What a memory and thank you to the PTFA who supplied the lovely wooden bookmarks
for the children to remember the day later in their lives.

This week has been SATs week for Year Six, a week that feels pressured for them and for the staff looking after them. Our children
are, of course, so much more than a snapshot taken on one day based on English and Maths and we praise and recognise that in all
we do with them at school. | do however not see them as wrong, they are something the children need to become used to as part of
the next step in their academic journey. In secondary school they are regularly tested in this way to see where they are and what
support they might need. So, whilst the rigidity of the system and formality is very different to how we normally do things, | think it is
also another part of the experiences they should have before they leave us, in a place and with staff they know well.

I am pleased to share how proud we all are of our Year Six, who have had an excellent attitude to their tests this week and have also
been very respectful of each other.

A huge thank you to all our invigilators who supported the children so well throughout the week, Marlene Corker who took the role as
our Governor observer and Miss Williams, Mrs Lafford, Mrs Mutlow, Mrs Cleaver and Mrs Dix who looked after the rest of the Juniors
during the tests with Mr Coleman, Mrs Hew and Open the Book visiting them for different sessions. They had lovely learning
experiences ‘out and about.” | am also very appreciative that St. Giles and our wonderful village hall became their base for the
mornings, to keep them dry and becoming more familiar with our local community buildings.

Next week Year Five and the majority of Year Six are off for a PGL adventure which | am sure they will enjoy and will be an opportunity
to develop a very different set of team and life skills

Best wishes
Mrs Miles

'
Class News

As part of our ‘r’ letter sound we have been exploring rainbows and how it is Science not magic that makes
them when reading our story ‘The Rainbow’. Learning the different colours whilst painting and matching the
colours by using our colour key code. Discovering more ‘r’ words whilst building our road and rail tracks, using
rice in our sensory tray, looking at shapes in our rocket shape game. Also busy in the kitchen as the children
enjoyed making rainbow cakes, being amazed as the cake mixture changed colour and even happier to take a
cake home.
This week we have been talking about the important point in history as King Charles Il was coronated.
Creating their own name crowns and building castles fit for a King. Drawing and painting pictures of the King
and practising our counting and matching, adding jewels to crowns. We have had great fun in the café, serving
coffee and cake, which incorporated a lot of alfresco dining. Playing with cars and construction vehicles and
looking at a clock face and having a go at correctly sequencing the numerals.
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In Wrens, Reception have been learning ‘We are Going on a Bear Hunt’ with our own actions. In

English, Year 1 have been editing our own version of ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.” We have
also been learning new sounds and tricky words in phonics and making our own imaginative
sentences. In Maths we have been continuing to think about time on the hour. We enjoyed
listening to ‘The Bad-tempered Ladybird’ by Eric Carle. Year 1 have started to think about half-
past the hour. In Geography we have been learning about some of the physical features of
Australia; Uluru, Coastline, Outback, Rainforest and Alps. In Art we have been looking at some
beautiful photographs of landscapes in Australia. We learnt how the indigenous, Aboriginal
people of Australia make paintings using dots. We carefully made some of our own. In Science
we have been investigating branches and choosing a unit of measurement to measure and
compare the length of branches and leaves. We have been learning about roots and how they
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What a busy week we have had! In English we have been writing our alternative story of ‘Zog goes
to school’ using time words. In Maths we have been using four operations (addition, subtraction,
division and multiplication) to help us work out number sentences and word problems. In PE the
children have been doing circuits practicing all the core skills whilst keeping healthy in body and
mind, we have also been doing some yoga after lunch using the ‘cosmic kids’ yoga’. In Geography
we have been learning about Sydney in Australia, using a map the children have located Sydney.
Then they identified human and physical features whilst looking at significant landmarks like the
Sydney Opera House and the Harbour Bridge. In Music we have caused major excitement by
giving out recorders to everyone! The children enjoyed learning to blow a sound to a beat. In
Science we have been continuing with our investigations about habitats and finding out about
food chains and the children have been creating their own.
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This week, we have been exploring our local community and doing a range of cross-curricular
activities in St. Giles Church and our local village hall. On Tuesday, we did a Nature and Scavenger Hunt
up to the church and then had a sketching session, taking a snapshot of a part of the church e.g. a
window, the altar. On Wednesday, we focused on Expressive Arts and had a round robin of activities
including music (playing the Boomwhackers), learning a Rock n Roll dance with Mrs Hew and an Art
session with Mr Coleman. On Thursday, we went back to the church and looked closely at the story
of the Pentecost and the different values/elements of the story through activities including making
celebratory party hats, windmills, fire pictures, hope doves and journey maps. We were also very
lucky to have ‘Open the Book’ join us and share a story. On Friday, we were back in the hall, focusing
on physical activity. A big thank you to Mr Coleman, Mrs Hew, Mrs Dix, Lynn Collett for Goodrich
Village Hall and Helen Phillips (St Giles Church) for providing us with space, equipment and wonderful
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We have had a busy week in Owls Class! On Tuesday we visited St Giles Church. While we were there,
we did some sketching and had a scavenger hunt. On Wednesday we went to the village hall to do a
range of activities. We enjoyed making music using the Boomwhackers; we had a master class in
sketching with Mr Coleman and a ‘Rock ‘n’ Roll dance session with Mrs Hew. On Thursday we returned
to the church to complete some ‘Muddy Church’ activities and enjoyed an ‘Open the Book’ bible story.
On Friday, we did some mental health activities at the village hall. While we were in school, during
our D&T lesson, we learned more about framed structures and explored different methods to
reinforce and strengthen a simple structure using paper straws. In Science, we investigated whether
air weighs anything.
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Peregrines

What a week! Year 6 have been brilliant. Each morning, they have enjoyed platters of fruit which were
demolished very quickly. We have been so impressed with their ‘can do’ attitude, their resilience, and
their determination to do the best they can. The culmination of the week was the now traditional
chocolate fountain. Year 5 have been busy this week either at the church or the village hall engaging
in various planned activities, e.g. art workshops, expressive art sessions, open the book. Thank you to
Miss Williams, Mrs Lafford and anyone else involved in the organisation and teaching of these
activities. Thank you to KS1 and Goldcrests for being quieter. Year 6 have very much appreciated all

your support and encouragement.
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What’s Going On? (Please see ourschoolsapp.com for further information)

Forest School Celebration Worship Other Dates
16/5/23 Woodpeckers
17/5/23 Goldcrest 15-17/5/23 PGL Residential
17/5/23 Robins 19/5/23 | Owls 22/5/23 Sports Day
23/5/23 Owls 26/5/23 | Peregrines 26/5/23 Last day of Summer 1
24/5/23 Wrens 29/5-2/6/23 HALF TERM

17/06/23 Summer Folly 11-2
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