
What Early Years looks like in  
Goodrich CE (VC) Primary School 



C
U

R
R

IC
U

LU
M

 IN
TE

N
T 

Curriculum Intent 
 
We follow the ‘Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2023’ in which the 
statutory requirements for ‘Learning & Development’, ‘Assessment’ and ‘Safeguarding and 
Welfare Requirements’ are set out. 
 
The principles of Early Years explain that each child is unique and when positive relationships 
and enabling environments are provided then children will be able to learn and develop. 
 
There are seven areas of learning and development.  
The Prime Areas of Learning are: 
* Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Personal, social and emotional development skills are essential for children so that they can 
grow to lead happy, healthy lives. Children are supported to understand their own needs and 
feelings building a positive sense of self so that they can then learn how to interact and 
collaborate with others. They develop the characteristics needed for effective learning and 
begin to understand the way in which people behave in different situations.  
* Communication and Language 
The ability to listen, understand and speak effectively supports learning across all areas of 
learning. In a language-rich environment conversations between adults and children and 
between children and their peers help children to develop these important skills. Adults 
model speaking and listening skills, share a range of texts with enjoyment, engage children in 
rhyme, musical and role-play activities and introduce new vocabulary in different contexts 
through shared interactions across all areas of learning. 
* Physical Development 
Children develop their gross and fine motor control through play activities both indoors and 
outdoors. The development of gross motor skills help the children to move confidently and 
be healthy. Fine motor skill development activities such as small world play, puzzles and the 
use of loose parts help children to learn how to handle tools and equipment with control and 
co-ordination.  
 
The Specific Areas of Learning are: 
* Literacy 
Children develop reading and writing skills in a language-rich environment. Interactions 
between staff, children and parents develop the language comprehension skills needed to 
understand the world around them. Phonetic skills are developed from shared listening and 
musical activities to specific decoding and recognition of printed words. The development of 
composition, spelling and handwriting skills through a variety of activities build writing skills.  
* Mathematics 
Children develop an understanding across different areas of mathematics through a range of 
activities using a variety of resources to engage their interest. 
- Comparison 
- Counting  
- Cardinality 
- Composition 
- Spatial awareness 
- Shape 
- Pattern 
- Measures 
The children develop a deep understanding of numbers up to 10 with encouragement to 
explore and make connections in their learning. 
 



* Understanding of the World 
Children gain a knowledge and understanding of the world through personal experiences of 
their community and by listening to stories, engaging in non-fiction texts, rhymes and poems 
to build their understanding of the wider world.  
* Expressive Arts and Design 
Imagination and creativity are developed when children have opportunities to explore and 
play with a variety of media and materials. When children experience the arts they begin to 
appreciate and respond - developing their own understanding, communication and 
expression.  
 
We use the ‘Typical Progression in Development and Learning’ statements from ‘Birth to Five 
Matters- Non-Statutory Guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021’ when planning 
learning opportunities.  
 
Children in the Early Years are developing ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ which provide 
the basis for successful learning throughout their learning journey.  
Playing and Exploring – Engagement 

- Finding out and exploring 
- Playing with what they know 
- Being willing to have a go 

Active Learning – Motivation 
- Being involved and concentrating 
- Keep trying 
- Enjoying what they set out to do 

Creative & Critical Thinking – Thinking  
- Having their own ideas 
- Making links 
- Working with ideas 

 
Statutory Assessment 
* Progress Check at Age Two 
* Reception Baseline Assessment 
* Early Years Foundation Stage Profile - The Early Learning Goals set out the expected level 
that children should reach by the end of the Reception year. This forms the EYFS Profile that 
is shared with parents/carers and their Year 1 teacher. 
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Curriculum Implementation 
 
The Unique Child 
Every child brings their own unique experiences and understanding of concepts to our school. 
Adults observe and reflect on what the children know, understand and need to practise in order 
to plan activities and enhancements to the provision. The children are supported to recognise 
their own emotions and behaviour so that they can begin to interact with others and gain a 
sense of belonging with their own class and the wider school community.  
 
Positive Relationships 
Positive interactions between children, staff and families help children to feel secure and settled 
within their setting. Each child is assigned a key person who is able to support and respond to a 
child’s learning and development. In Wrens, the class teacher and teaching assistant work 
together in this role. In Wrens, home learning activities are sent home regularly in order to 
practise and embed the knowledge and skills introduced in class. These activities include reading 
books, Home Library Review, mathematics games and literacy tasks.  
Opportunities for parents/carers to attend special activity afternoons are planned throughout 
the year.  
Families are also encouraged to attend Celebration Worships, shared church services and 
performances such as the Christmas Nativity in order to celebrate children’s achievements.  
 
Enabling Environment 
Our indoor and outdoor provision provides opportunities for children to explore different areas 
of learning with an understanding that individuals will bring their own ideas and experiences 
when engaging with learning resources. In a nurturing and supportive environment, the children 
are encouraged to use a range of senses to discover the world around them. Through 
independent, collaborative, child and adult-led play the children are given space and time to 
explore. We try to use natural open-ended resources to develop creativity and imagination. The 
children learn how to look after their own environment and are given regular opportunities to 
spend time in Forest School and visit St Giles’ Church and Goodrich Castle.  
 
The prime and specific areas of learning are developed through the use of opportunities for 
children to explore through child led and adult supported play; daily routines and short adult 
focused input sessions. Our school is situated in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. We feel 
it is important that the children experience the changing seasons in the natural world around us. 
We use these experiences to inspire and provoke learning across all areas of learning.   
The continuous provision provides resources in response to observations made by members of 
staff within the class and specific themes introduced in adult-let input sessions. 
Regular and consistent routines are planned to cover key skills and help children to build an 
understanding of the behavioural expectations of the setting. Similar routines between Nursery 
and Reception help the transition from Goldcrests into Wrens. Children in Wrens engage in 
whole school activities such as Collective Worship, shared play times and lunchtimes which also 
aids the transition into Year 1.  
Daily ‘Song and Rhyme’ times and story times are used throughout the early years. Daily 
synthetics phonics, maths and topic sessions are introduced as children move into Wrens.  
  
Through modelling, shared play and interactions between staff and children the children begin 
to develop the Characteristics of Effective Learning. These link to the TIPTOP toolkit used 
throughout the school to build lifelong learners (Thoughtful, Independent, Perseverance, Team 
Player, Organised, Pioneer) The children develop their understanding of TIPTOP through play 
experiences, discussions, listening to stories and Collective Worship times (in Wrens).  



When children are playing and exploring there are opportunities to be a team player and learn 
how to be independent. When children are engaged in active learning there are opportunities 
to be independent and to persevere. Children are encouraged to develop creative and critical 
thinking skills so that they become thoughtful learners that show confidence in their own ideas 
as a pioneer. 
 
Regular observations are made to inform the planning of the continuous provision and adult-led 
sessions. The ‘Typical Progression in Development and Learning’ statements from ‘Birth to Five 
Matters- Non-Statutory Guidance for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021’ are used as a guide 
to a child’s expected level with an understanding that children develop and learn at different 
rates. Children are encouraged to deepen their understanding and apply their learning in 
different contexts to ensure that they are secure in their learning. Children who are working at 
an emerging level for their age are offered individualised support through 1:1 or small group 
sessions. These may be short interventions or linked to programmes set up by outside agencies 
such as Speech & Language Therapists or Physiotherapists. Children at an emerging level are 
also monitored by the school SENDCo and further referrals made where necessary.  
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Part of our school vision is ‘You are like light for the whole world.’  
Matthew 5:14 

 
 

Throughout the early years the children build the basis of Characteristics of Effective Learning 
and show engagement and enjoyment in learning. They have confidence to play/work on their 
own and with others. They are beginning to regulate their behaviour so that they can continue 
to develop knowledge, skills and understanding on their continuing learning journey.  
 
Children are able to recall and build upon their previous learning. They enjoy sharing stories and 
texts and can apply the mathematical skills they have learned. They are able to use a widened 
vocabulary and use language skills across all areas of learning. By the end of Reception most 
children achieve all the Early Learning Goals and the percentage of children achieving a Good 
Level of Development is at least in line with national expectations. The children continue to 
widen and embed their understanding of phonics throughout Year 1 so that the percentage of 
children passing the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check is at least in line with national expectations.  
 
The children gain an understanding of themselves and how they are a part of our school 
community and the wider world. The children are encouraged to make choices with an awareness 
that they are ‘like light for the whole world’ they can share what they know to be role models to 
others.  
 
  

 


